' The Language of Fullness and The Language of Emptiness '

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I on Buddhism
The scope of these words carries with it a special intensity of meaning when seen against the background of Clément's book Conversations with Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I.2 There the importance of the dialogue between Buddhism and Christianity is analyzed and discussed in depth. It is remarkable that the Ecumenical Patriarch, the most important figure of the entire Orthodox Church, displays the same openness about the same points named by Clément. He understands that westerners who are alienated from their own Christian tradition 'find true serenity in Buddhism. [. . .] . This type of asceticism, which is monastic, is similar to our own monastic asceticism. Hesychastic spirituality, 'the art of arts and science of sciences' , also speaks of ignorance and of the pas sions, which begin with pride and avidity, with self-centeredness-philautia-which are all born from our hidden anguish when we are faced with the transitory nature of this world. And the methods to achieve this liberation from the 'passions' are similar: cleanse the mind of 'thoughts' , achieve apatheia 
